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Our strategic plan includes a strong focus on diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice. We are
committed to listening, growing, and taking action to create equitable access and to promote
inclusive practices. Only then will WSA, together with volunteers, partners, donors, and
community leaders, achieve bold, enduring impact.  

We hope you will find inspiration within these pages to energize your vision for clean water in
Anne Arundel County. To those who made this impact possible – Stewards, partners, donors, and
friends – our gratitude is deep. For those who have not yet joined us, opportunities await.   

Our vision of clean water and a healthy environment for all is linked inextricably to: 

Leadership
In neighborhoods, houses of

worship, libraries, and
businesses, hundreds of

Watershed Stewards help
transform good intentions
into actions that make an

impact. With so many
passionate Steward leaders,
the future is bright, and the

water is clear. 

Landscapes 
In 2020 alone, over 10,000

native plants and trees were
planted in 244 projects
throughout the County.

From single trees to stream
restorations, these projects

will result in sustainable
landscapes and cleaner

waters. 

Living Rooms 
Our collective ability to

achieve clean water hinges
on the daily actions of more
than 600,000 people who

live, work, and gather in
Anne Arundel County. By
combining social science

with relationships, Stewards
can meet people where

they are to identify actions
that ensure clean water. 

Cheers to clean water for all,

Frank Dawson, Board Chair Suzanne Etgen, Executive Director



In November 2020, 28 Watershed Stewards graduated from our 12th
Certification Course. A resilient group of candidates, these dynamic

leaders pivoted to virtual classes amidst the pandemic and executed
capstone projects with social distancing protocols. 

From planting conservation landscapes to engaging students in
lessons on protecting native wildlife, Class 12 Stewards

coordinated environmental action and ignited appreciation
for our natural world during a time of uncertainty.

"By participating in grassroots action for clean water,
community members better understand that individual

actions matter. WSA’s programming educated me and
has given me direction and confidence in helping
children understand how what they do matters."

-Martha Sykora, Watershed Steward

Mobilizing Leaders

The interest in our 13th Watershed Steward Certification Course was stronger than ever. After
completing the first-ever virtual Certification Course, 33 Steward Candidates ventured outdoors
for spring field sessions. Capstone projects from tree plantings to living shorelines are being
planned from Glen Burnie to Deale.

True change depends on strong leadership. From schoolyards to congregations,
neighborhoods to businesses, Watershed Stewards connect communities across
the County to take action for clean water.



Local residents came together to Replant Anne Arundel in
2020, adding almost 5,000 native trees to our landscapes.
These trees will host thousands of birds and pollinators, and
soak up millions of gallons of stormwater in the years to
come, altering not only the look and feel of our
communities, but also radically increasing our climate
resilience.  

The City of Annapolis will join WSA’s Replant family with
Replant Annapolis later this year and the tree planting will
continue. 

Since March 2020, nearly 100 volunteer Tree Troopers have
been trained to design and plant native, climate-resilient
tree projects. These volunteer leaders are key to developing
community projects in neighborhoods, houses of worship,
libraries, schools, and businesses throughout the County.

Tree plantings not only have ecological and water quality
benefits, but Replant also has tremendous potential to
create social equity and amplify inclusion through
economic development. WSA and Replant partners are
forging new strategies for engagement to connect
contractors of color with tree planting and increase equity
and access to trees for underrepresented communities. 

Replant Anne Arundel

Special thanks to Anne Arundel County, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, the
Helena Foundation, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the Chaney Foundation for
prioritizing trees through Replant Anne Arundel. 



Community Partners Collaborate for Clean Water
Stewards are a growing presence at area libraries, leading

virtual and in-person programs for children and adults, and
greening the grounds. At the Eastport-Annapolis Neck

Library, regular flooding impacted library operations. Class 12
Stewards Jay Resnick and Katrina Golladay worked with

library employees, groundskeepers, Tree Troopers, and local
volunteers to restore an abandoned bioretention area, plant
40 native trees, and shrubs, and install multiple rain barrels.

With a maintenance plan in place, library operations can
carry on, and visitors can enjoy the restored grounds!

 
 

Riva Neighbors Create a Clean Water Community
Faced with runoff issues, residents in Riva's Glen Isle

community united to tackle water quality issues in the South
River. Together, they engaged neighbors to pick up pet waste,

remove invasive English Ivy, and practice proper septic care.
Homeowners installed 54 native trees, 2,170 sq ft of

conservation landscapes, 6 rain barrels and tanks, and
identified more projects for the future! Together, their

collective community action captures and cleans
stormwater before it reaches the South River.

Faith Communities Find Strength in Numbers
Green teams at congregations throughout the County are

translating their faith into action. At St. Andrew by the Bay, the
Creation Care Team restored their grounds and encouraged

the congregation to adopt habits that help at home, like
reducing single-use plastics. Woods Memorial received

Interfaith Power and Light's Cool Congregations Sacred
Grounds Award for their collaborative effort to restore
the church's four-acre habitat. Congregants of all ages

at Christ Our Anchor pledged to be environmentally
conscious and restore creation. St. Phillip's Episcopal,

Mt. Moriah AME, and Empowering Believers Church
continue to improve the stormwater projects on

their grounds, while at Our Lady of the Chesapeake,
parishioners are working together to maintain their

new native trees, planted through Replant. With
funding from BG&E and Environment Anne Arundel,

Congregation Kol Shalom had several new projects
designed and installed, including a step-pool conveyance

and a rain garden to deal with flooding and erosion.
Families who attend the synagogue’s Tree of Life Preschool

and Stewards in Class 12 planted a large conservation
landscape to further stabilize the hillside. At each of the

over 30 RiverWise congregations, environmental learning and
action grow along with their projects.

Engaging Communities



25%

18%

5%

52%

EXPENSES

2020 Financials
REVENUE

$52,187

$117,369

$546,639

Fundraising

Management & General

Programmatic

$37,378

$144,300

$199,088 

$421,879

Corporate Donations

Individual Donations

Grants

Contracts

7%

17%

76%

Visit aawsa.org/financials to view financial reports 

http://aawsa.org/financials


Thank You to Our Supporters!

UP TO $99
Alexis Guethler
Ann Lister
Ann O'Malley
Anne Dierdorff-Thomas
Audrey Broomfield
Barbara Dowling
Barbara Geiger
Barbi Chapman
Beverly Napfel
Bill Bower
Bill Mitchell
Birgit Gruenberg
Brian Evans
Byrne O'Brien
Carmera Thomas-Wilhite
Caroline Etgen
Carolyn Ricketts
Cathy Tengwall
Cecelia Petro
Chrissie Hones
Christina Pompa
Clare Walker
Cole Boosinger
Colin Robertson
Craig Dawson
Crofton Greenery Garden Club
Crystal Wyatt
Dan Weirauch
Dana Schallheim
Dawn Moorehead
Deborah Hoffman

Dianne Crews

2020-2021 CONFERENCE
SPONSORS
WHITE OAK $1,500
GreenVest, LLC

ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR $1,000
Chesapeake Bay Roasting

Company
Chesapeake Bay Trust
HUB International

SWEETBAY MAGNOLIA $500
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
BayLand Consultants and Designers,

Inc.
Chaney Enterprises
ClearShark H2O
Doody Calls
EQR
HD Squared Architects
Homestead Gardens
Hustead Landscape Architecture
McHale Landscape Design, Inc.
OpinionWorks
The Providence Center
Severn Grove Ecological Design
Sylva Natives 
Wetland Studies and Solutions

SERVICEBERRY $250
Actaeon Group
Arundel Rivers Federation
Berrywood Community Association
Chris Gordon
Deborah Schwab Landscape

Architecture
Ecotone, Inc
Environmental Systems Analysis, Inc
Good Earth Gardeners
Hyatt & Weber, P. A.
K&B True Value
Kevin & Stacy Green
Severn River Association
SMC
Unity Landscape Design/Build
Welspryng LLC

2020 DONORS

Debra Gage
Denise Swol

Susan Lanier

Douglas John
Duane Wilding
Ecologically Sound Landscapes
Elaine Phillips
Elena Prisekin
Eleni Kotsis
Elizabeth Keller
Emily Parkhurst
Eve Terran
Frank Goetschius
Gary Gakenheimer
Gary Schoonmaker
Gerald Campbell
Ginger Woolridge
Glenn Klavans
Grace Schneider
Heather McCarthy
Hollyberrry Garden Club
Jamie Baxter
Janine French
Jeanne Cox
Jenna Whitney
Jim Crafton
Jim Foster
Joan Judge Emberland
John and Marie Denice
John Butler
John Dalina
John Joyce
John Summers
Joyce Rosencranz
Judith Templeton
Julia Roberts
Katherine Brownson
Kathie Treacy
Katie Matta
Kelly Young
Kristina Pexton
Laura Kelm
Lauren Biddinger
Leslie Taylor
Linda Meyer
Lisa Bender
Lisa Spallitta
Lorne Litowitz
Lucie Lehmann
Lynette Fullerton
Margaret Bowers
Margery Donohue
Marlisa Jeng
Mary Beth McGee
Matthew Burger
Maureen Wellner
Meg Kauder
Melanie Hartwig-Davis
Melissa McGuire
Michael Mettle
Michael Taylor
Miguel De Falco
Missy Jones
Monica Maynard
Nancy Allred
Nancy Evans
Natalie Doherty
Olivia Puma
Our Creeks and Conservancy
Pat Neidhardt
Patricia Contino
Paul Kaladas
Ray Fredrick
Robert Brown
Robert Corletta
Sallie Sharpless
Sandy Patterson
Sarah Favrao
Sarah Knebel
Sarah Trees
Sharon Schwartz
Sophie Sterling
Stacey and Randall Biggs
Stacey Wildberger
Stephanie Heidbreder
Stephen Wessel
Sue Ricciardi Richard Schoenfeld

Susan Opie Owen
Susanne Reinthaler
Teresa Niec
Tom Maybach
Traction on Demand
Valerie Callahan
Valerie Thomas
Vicki Metzger
Virginia DeLuca
Virginia Klocko
William and Elsie Whitman
William and Susan Vosburgh
William Brown
Zoran Zdravkovich

$100-$499
Aimee Isaac
Alison James
Andrew Ledford
Ann Fleer
Ann Garvey
Annapolis Horticultural Society
Anne Arms
Annie Hillary
Anonymous donors
Bess Langbein
Beth Ginter
Bill and Martha Sykora
Bob Whitcomb
Bobbie Kestenbaum
Brad Knopf
Carroll McGillin
Chestnut Hill Cove HOA
Chris Gordon
Christina Vieglais
Conor Gilligan
Crofton Village Garden Club
David LaChapelle
Debra Lambert
Debra Prybyla
Denise Frey
Denise Peach
Diane Evans
Douglas Kearney
Edmee Geis
Elizabeth Argo-Wilbanks
Eloise Ullman
Elvia Thompson
Four Rivers Garden Club
James and Marie Etgen
James H. Johnson, Jr.
Janet Clauson
Jay Schwarz
Jeff Norris
Jillian Seagraves
Joan Pope
Joe Mayer
John and Betty Knupp
John R. and Martha L.

Detweiler Foundation Fund
John Wakeman-Linn
Joni Miller
Judy Graham
Karen Igler
Kenneth Zepp
Lara Mulvaney
Laura Tang
Lauren Maddox
Lorraine vom Saal
Martin and Louise Chao
Mary Beth Soverns Thumel
Mary Vail
Melanie Parker
Melvin Bender
Michael Bowen
Michael Heinz
Missy Cassidy
Molly LaChapelle
Nancy Galetsky
Nanette Vasconcells
Patrick Fleeharty
Paul Schurke
Ray Sullivan

Bruce Potter
Chaney Enterprises
Chesapeake Bay Trust

 Foundation (NFWF)

Foundation
The Helena Foundation

for the Environment Inc.

Robin Gill
Ron Tate
Rosana Crupi
Sally Hornor
Sarah Benson
Sarah Birdsong
Stephen Barry
Sue Bell
Sue King
Tara Clifford
Tatiana Klein
Thomas Marston
Wayne Singley

$500-$999
Ann Jackson
Bill and Adrienne Croll
Diane Holland
Jimm Rich
Joe Gill
Kathleen Litchfield
Kristin Reilly
Lynne Rockenbauch
Mark Laidlaw
Paul Rickett
Ron Peremel
Rusty Gowland
Sharon Schroer
Suzanne Etgen

$1,000-$2,499
Adil Desai
Amy and Dan Clements
Barbara Palmer
BayLand Consultants and Designers,

Inc.
Beverly Marcus
Bob and Karen Royer
Brenda Schwaab and Sandy

Hartzell
Donald and Alpine Bird
Doug Lashley
John Murray
Kate Fritz
Leila MacCarthy
Liam O'Meara
Linda Bowen
Michael and Deborah Wagener
Roy and Susan Kilby
Steve Russo
The Mitchell Petersen Family

Foundation
Tracy Wroe

$2,500-$4,999
Bill Daniel
Don Simpson
Frank Dawson
Jennifer Haythornthwaite
Juliet Page
Kevin Green
Steven Raabe

$5,000-$9,999
Jan Atwood
Jim and Patty Rouse Charitable

Foundation
Jim MacNicholl and Sara

Lombardo

 
$10,000+

Mike and Trish Davis
National Fish and Wildlife

Norman J Fisher & Doris Fisher

The Keith Campbell Foundation 



 

WSA STAFF
Suzanne Etgen, Executive Director

setgen@aacps.org

Noelle Chao, Program Coordinator
nchao@aacps.org
 

Josh Clark, Restoration Coordinator
jyetterclark@aacps.org
 

Katie Foster, Development & Communications Coordinator
kefoster@aacps.org
 

Francesca King, Steward Engagement Specialist
fking@aacps.org
 

Trish Hennessy-Webb, Systems Administrator
thennessy-webb@aacps.org

Brittany Wright

WSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Frank Dawson, Chair

Carmera Thomas-Wilhite, Vice Chair
Melanie Parker, Secretary

Steve Russo, Treasurer
Don Simpson, Development Chair

Jan Atwood
Kevin Green

Leila MacCarthy
Liam O’Meara

Ron Snyder
Erica Whorley

Venus Y. Williams

2020 Impact

Watershed Stewards Academy is located at
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center. We are

grateful for this tremendous partnership with Anne
Arundel County Public Schools, connecting Stewards

with the latest environmental literacy initiatives.

975 Indian Landing Road
MIllersville, MD 21108

aawsa.org
410-222-3831

Leadership & Staff

4,180 
STEWARD HOURS

VOLUNTEERED

244 
PROJECTS 
INSTALLED

10,006 
NATIVES
PLANTED

28
STEWARDS

TRAINED

44
TREE TROOPERS

TRAINED


