
Together, 
we’ve done 
something
 

THANK YOU!
BIG

As I prepare this update for you, WSA’s biggest clean 

water champions,  I am struck by the power of your con-

tributions. Over the last nine months, your dollars have 

inspired leaders, funded projects and transformed  

communities. In these pages, you will find just a few  

examples of how your partnership with Watershed  

Stewards Academy has turned into action for clean  

water across Anne Arundel County.

Thank you for believing that clean water is possible in 

Anne Arundel County and for investing in actions that 

bring that dream to reality.  I look forward to seeing many 

of you in the coming weeks, and sharing more stories 

from the front lines of environmental change. 

SUZANNE ETGEN,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



BERRYWOOD’S CATTAIL CREEK STREAM RESTORATION, SEVERNA PARK 
Over eight years ago, the Berrywood community began to work toward the restoration of Cattail Creek, a stretch deeply  
degraded by upstream development, but it wasn’t until Berrywood got a Master Watershed Steward that their vision 
became a reality.   Steward Molly LaChapelle used skills and connections gained through WSA to win design funding and 
lead her community through a collaborative design process. Under the leadership of WSA’s restoration coordinator, Brad 
Deise, we have secured ~ $900,000 to stabilize the stream bank, build a living shoreline, and install upland projects to filter 
polluted runoff before it reaches the stream.  

This project will restore critical habitat for yellow perch and provide a template for future waterfront projects.  
WE EXPECT CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN THIS WINTER!

ST LUKE’S RESTORATION OF NATURE, EASTPORT 
Master Watershed Steward Betsy Love is the driving force behind a 
major restoration effort in Eastport. Using three acres of undevel-
oped land owned by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and Watergate 
Pointe, Betsy is spearheading a system of bioswales, a regenerative 
stormwater conveyance system, and a living shoreline to treat 
polluted runoff from 28 intensely developed acres. She has raised 
over $1.3 million dollars toward this project, which is funded by 
MD Department of Natural Resources, the Chesapeake Bay Trust, 
and many private donors.  Under her leadership, federal, state and 
local officials, along with  neighbors and non-profits,  collaborat-
ed on the project design, which includes in interactive space for 
stormwater education.  For her many years of thoughtful and te-
nacious leadership, Betsy received the Environmental Leadership 
Award from the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay this fall.   Betsy 
loves to show off this project. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PERSONAL TOUR OF HOW ONE STEWARD 
IS TRANSFORMING AN ENTIRE CREEK, PLEASE CONTACT ME! 
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CONGREGATIONAL STEWARD HIGHLIGHT
When WSA reached out to Umar Jamal’s faith community, the 
Islamic Society of Annapolis, he was excited to get off the side-
lines. “WSA was willing to educate us and help us understand the 
problem and the solution,” he said. After attending the three week 
Congregational Steward training, Umar was ready to get to work.

Umar installed a rain garden in his front yard and encouraged his 
next door neighbor to join him. Together, their 300 square foot 
project is home to five rain barrels, six trees, and 70 native plants 
and shrubs. When other Arundel on the Bay residents walk by, 
Umar enjoys explaining the features of the garden and how they 
help clean and cool polluted runoff. “We have to work hand in 
hand to get the word out,” he says.

CONGREGATIONS MAKE AN IMPACT

WSA has trained over 60 Congregational Stewards like Umar  
Jamal, who are helping to transform faith communities and neigh-
borhoods.  Together, these Congregational Stewards installed 27 
conservation landscapes, 10 tree plantings, and 62 rain barrels and 
are a tangible reminder that caring for Creation begins at home.  

CONGREGATIONS TAKE A STAND



“I love this work, I love the people.  
I love getting things done!” 
— Mary Uyeda, Master Watershed Steward, 

Columbia Beach

ITS ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY

When Mary Uyeda became a Master Watershed Steward in 2012, she 
wanted to engage her Columbia Beach Community to reduce pollution 
and prevent flooding. Columbia Beach is now home to 7 bioswales,  
4 rain gardens and dozens of rain barrels. Mary continues to return to 
WSA for training support and encouragement. 

WITH YOUR HELP, WSA IS  
TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES…

Since 2008, WSA has certified over 180 Master Watershed Stewards 
and 60 Congregational Stewards, who represent over 100 communities 
and 25 houses of worship from Brooklyn Park to Herring Bay.  This fall,  
WSA welcomes its 10th class of Master Watershed Stewards with a 
re-designed and updated certification course.   

OVER THE LAST YEAR, STEWARDS:

PLANTED 15,251
 NATIVE PLANTS, TREES, AND SHRUBS

GAVE 4,578 HOURS
VOLUNTEER HOURS TO ENGAGE COMMUNITIES IN 
STORMWATER EDUCATION AND RESTORATION

CREATED 651,152 s.f.
NEW RESTORATION –  
THAT’S 11 FOOTBALL FIELDS! 

CAPTURED 9,945 GALLONS
OF STORMWATER RUNOFF  DURING EACH STORM 
USING RAIN BARRELS AND CISTERNS

REMOVED 65,000 s.f.
OF INVASIVE SPECIES

975 INDIAN LANDING RD., MILLERSVILLE, MD 21108 

With your help, Master Watershed Stewards are doing something BIG across  
Anne Arundel County!  THANK YOU!

AAWSA.ORG 
410-222-3831


